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Customs Department Issues Rules and 
Conditions on Transit, Transshipment, 
Advance Ruling on Customs Valuation 
and Tariff Classification Services 

Following the issuance of the Customs Act 
B.E. 2557 (2014) No 21 in December of last year 
regarding the introduction of the new transit, 
transshipment and e-Customs provisions, the 
Customs Department has followed up with the 
issuance of 4 related Customs Notifications (No 
36/2558, No 37/2558. No 38/2558 and No 
39/2558) to provide details on conditions for 
transit, transshipment, advanced ruling on 
customs valuation and tariff classification.

TRANSSHIPMENT CUSTOMS PROCEDURES

Notification No 36/2558 (2015) refers to 
transshipment as the customs procedures whereby 
goods are transshipped from one vehicle to 
another within the same port or place under the 
control of the Customs Department where the 
points of origin and destination are outside the 
country and such action will not be subject to any 
import duties.

Conditions for transshipment are summarized as 
follows:

•The person requesting transhipment must 
have a cargo manifest for vessel, aircraft, 
international transport document or bill of lading 
that specifies the port or airport of origin and the 
port or airport of destination that are outside the 
country.

•The container list must specify the 
transshipment port or airport in the country.

•In a case where the person requesting 
transshipment is not a representative of a vessel or 
airline, he or she must have his or her name listed 
in the abovementioned cargo manifest.

•Transshipped goods must be out of the 
country within 30 days from the date of entry.

•A person eligible to engage in the 
transshipment of goods in Thailand must have at 
least one of the following requirements: 

1.An authorized importer/exporter 
of the Authorized Economic 
Operator (AEO) standard

2.An authorized customs broker of 
the AEO standard

3.A registered person to engage in 
the transshipment process in
Thailand. 

If having none of the abovementioned 
requirements, any interested person must have a 
guarantee agreement based on this Notification 
with the Customs Office or border authority that 
the transshipped products will pass through, and 
such person must also deposit a guarantee or a 
bank guarantee covering the import tariff and 
related taxes of the transshipped goods.

TRANSIT CUSTOMS PROCEDURES

Notification No 37/2558 (2015) refers to 
transit as the customs procedures whereby goods 
are transported through the Kingdom from the 
port of entry to the port of exit under the control 
of the Customs Department where the points of 
origin and destination are outside Thailand, 
regardless of whether there is any transshipment, 
warehousing, changing of container or mode of 
transportation involved. However, under this 
definition, there will not be any usage of the 
aforementioned goods within the country and the 
transit of goods will not be subject to any import 
duties.

The conditions for transit transport are 
similar to those of transshipment, inclluding
specifying that the port of origin and destination 
are outside the country for the cargo manifest and
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in   the   country   for     the   container    list, 
or that the transit goods must be out of the 
country within 30 days from the date of entry. In 
addition, the invoice for the goods must specify 
that the consigner and consignee are outside the 
country. Moreover, the criteria for eligible persons 
to engage in the transit of goods are the same as 
those of transshipment.

ADVANCED RULING ON CUSTOMS VALUATION

Notification No 38/2558 (2015) refers to 
the advanced ruling on customs valuation service 
provided by the Customs Department to those 
who request a ruling for their products that will be 
imported into the country. 

Rules and conditions of the advanced ruling 
request are summarized as follows:

•The request form must be submitted to 
the Customs Standard Procedures and Valuation 
Bureau and the requester must provide sufficient 
details of the products listed in Form 1 attached 
with the Notification together with one of the 
following certified-copied documents: sales 
contract, license agreement, sales representative 
appointment letter, invoice, proforma invoice, 
purchase letter, letter of credit or other relevant 
document.

•One request is for one transaction only.

Other notable information involving the advanced 
ruling process:

•An official letter of the result of the 
valuation will be sent to the requester within 30 
working days from the date of submission of the 
completed request and supporting documents. In 
case of incomplete documents being submitted, an 
official letter will be sent to notify the requester 
within 7 working days from the date of submission.

•Once there is an official ruling, it will be 
effective for 2 years from the date of issuance. The 
ruling will only apply to the requester. 

•The requester can appeal the ruling 
decision within 15 working days from the date of 
receipt of the official letter. The reconsideration 
result will be sent to the requester within 30 
working days from the date of receipt of the 
appeal and this result is final.

ADVANCED RULING ON TARIFF CLASSIFICATION

Notification No 39/2558 (2015) refers to 
the advanced ruling on customs classification 
service provided by the Customs Department to 
those who request a ruling for their products that 
will be imported into the country. 

Rules and conditions of the advanced ruling 
request are summarized as follows:

•The requester must provide any one of 
the following documents at least 30 working days 
in advance before the product is imported into the 
country: purchase order, sales contract, invoice, 
letter of credit, or proforma invoice.

•One request is for one product only.
•The requester must provide sufficient 

details of the products in Thai. Examples of the 
required information are: name/official 
name/brand/model, product characteristics, 
ingredients, production formula, chemical 
composition, production process, product 
function, usage, packaging, example, picture, 
catalogue, analysis, tariff classification of 
like/similar product, etc.

Other notable information involving the advanced 
ruling process:

•The consideration process will be 
completed within 30 working days from the date of 
submission of the completed request and 
supporting documents. In case of incomplete 
documents being submitted, an official letter will 
be sent to notify the requester, and if Customs
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does not receive additional information within 15 
working days from the date of notification, or if the 
additional information is not sufficient, a Customs 
official will notify the requester to provide more 
information within 15 working days from the date 
of notification.

•Once there is an official ruling, it will 
be effective for 2 years from the date of issuance. 
The ruling will only apply to the requester. 

•The requester can appeal the ruling 
decision within 15 working days from the date of 
receipt of the official letter. The reconsideration 
result will be sent to the requester within 30 
working days from the date of receipt of the 
appeal and this result is final.

Page 3



Stay informed with latest development in trade negotiations and 
changes in trade laws/regulations. Get an insight of how the latest news 
will affect your market and regulatory environment from our “Trade 
Digest”. 

If you have any comments or questions regarding Trade Digest or any 
matters discussed herein, or if you are interested in finding out more 
about Bolliger & Company Consulting services, please contact any of 
the persons below:

Malika Bhumivarn | Partner
Malika.Bhumivarn@bolliger-consulting.com

Rachda Chiasakul | Partner | Director, Advisory Services
Rachda.chiasakul@bolliger-consulting.com

Tel.  +66 (0) 2 625 6300
Fax. +66 (0) 2 625 6311

Bolliger & Company Consulting 

Bolliger & Company Consulting Limited is a Bangkok-based consulting 
firm with a proven track record in advising private and public sector 
organizations on a wide range of issues related to trade and 
investment. We are fully committed to delivering the highest standard 
of service and bringing our expertise to bear in helping our clients move 
forward in today’s dynamic business environment.

Highly experienced in fields of expertise that cover customs, legal and 
tax, supply chain, and advisory services, we have played a key role in 
improving the performance of our clients in more than 15 jurisdictions 
including China, Japan, Indonesia, Singapore, and Thailand.

“Clients’ success is our best interest”
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